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NSF Standard Proposal Outline for on or after 01/14/2013

NSF Checklist
The following checklist is designed for most National Science Foundation proposals. The checklist is designed to help Principal Investigators see at a glance the elements required for the proposal and to help organize and delegate the work involved in such a proposal.

It is important to remember that particular funding opportunity announcements have specific requirements that may not be included in this checklist, or the checklist may have more than is required for your project. With advance notice, the PAMS research office can provide assistance in adapting this checklist for any funding agency or mechanism. Please contact pmsr@pams.ncsu.edu for more information. 

This document is designed only to serve as a project management tool. It does NOT replace the detailed information available within the relevant funding opportunity announcement, the funding agency’s forms, instructions, and review criteria. For any questions, please refer to the FOA or contact your program officer.

	Components of Proposal
	Elements to Complete
	Notes

	Cover Sheet
	Fillable form
	See GPG Chapter II.C.2.a. at

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IIC2a 



	Project Summary
	Three separate text boxes for three separate parts.
	Part 1. Overview

Part 2. Statement on the intellectual merit of the proposed activity.

Part 3. Statement on the broader impacts of the proposed activity. 

Generally limited to 1 page total for all three parts. 
See GPG Chapter II.C.2.b.
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IIC2b


	Project Description
	See outline below
	Generally limited to 15 pages that includes a separate section that discusses broader impacts of the proposed project. 
See GPG Chapter II.C.2.d.
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IIC2d


	References Cited
	
	No page limit but must include bibliographic citations only. If there are no references cited, a statement to that effect should be included in this section and uploaded into FastLane. No “et al” must include all authors.

See GPG Chapter II.C.2.e.
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IIC2e


	Biographical Sketches
	Required for each individual identified as senior project personnel
	“Publications” have been renamed “Products” to make clear that products may include, but are not limited to, publications, data sets, software, patents, and copyrights. 

Please list appointments and positions in reverse chronological order. 

Biosketches limited to 2 pages.
Collaborators must listed in alphabetical order.
See GPG Chapter II.C.2.f. 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IIC2f


	Budget
	Fillable form

$ / Years
	2013 changes include modifications to cost sharing, indirect costs, participant support, and subawards. See GPG Chapter II.C.2.g.
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IIC2g


	
	Budget Justification
	Generally limited to 3 pages.

	Current & Pending Support
	
	See GPG Chapter II.C.2.h.
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IIC2h


	Facilities, Equipment and Other Resources
	
	In narrative style, include an aggregated description of the internal and external resources (both physical and personnel) that the organization and its collaborators will provide to the project. No page limit but describe only those resources that are directly applicable. If there is no facilities, equipment and other resources information, a statement to that effect should be included in this section. 
See GPG Chapter II.C.2.i.
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IIC2i


	Special Information and Supplementary Documentation

See GPG Chapter II.C.2.j. for additional information that may be requested.
	Postdoctoral Researcher Mentoring Plan
	Required for proposals requesting funding for postdocs. Generally limited to 1 page. Sample:       www.pams.ncsu.edu/documents/Sample_of_a_Post-Doc_Mentoring_Plan.doc

	
	Data Management Plan
	Required for all proposals. Describe how the proposal will conform to NSF policy on the dissemination and sharing of research results. See http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/guides/datamanagement/ for assistance. Generally limited to 2 pages. 

	
	Letters of Collaboration 
	Any substantial collaboration with individuals not included in the budget should be described and documented with a letter from each collaborator. Collaborative activities that are identified in the budget should follow the instructions in GPG Chapter II.D.4.  
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IID4


	
	Letters of Support
	Should not be submitted unless they are required by a specific program solicitation.

	Appendices
	Generally not allowed
	Appendices may not be included unless a deviation has been authorized. See GPG Chapter II.A.
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IIC2k


	Special Guidelines; Special Considerations
	
	Any additional materials requested by funding agency.

See GPG Chapter II.D.

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IID


	NSF Checklist
	
	Not for submission; for preparer’s use only. 
See GPG Chapter II. Exhibit II-1.
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IIex1


	Suggested Reviewers


	Optional
	Proposers may include a list of suggested reviewers who they believe are especially well qualified to review the proposal. Proposers also may designate persons they would prefer not review the proposal, indicating why. GPG Exhibit II-2 contains information on conflicts of interest that may be useful in preparation of this list.


Project Description Outline  (See GPG Chapter II.C.2.d.)
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IIC2d
This outline should be customized for individual RFAs and expanded based on initial discussions of the project.

1. Overview and Objectives

2. Expected Significance.  What benefits could accrue if the project is successful?
3. Background

a. Relation of proposed project to the PI’s longer term goals 

b. Relation of proposed project to the present state of knowledge in the field

c. Relation of proposed project to other work in progress, by the PI and by others
4. Research Plan.  What you want to do, why you want to do it, how you plan to do it, how you will know if you succeed, and what benefits could accrue if the project is successful.
a. Specific Aims, Approaches and Methods, Justification, Expected Outcomes, Evaluation, Potential Problems and Alternative Approaches 

b. Timeline

5. Broader Impacts. See GPG Chapter III.A. Merit Review Principles and Criteria.
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_3.jsp#IIIA
6. Results from Prior NSF Support.  Required only for PIs and co-PIs who have received NSF support within the last five years. Information should be included irrespective of whether or not the support was directly related to the proposal, or whether or not salary support was provided. Limited to 5 of the maximum 15 pages allowed for the Project Description. See GPG Chapter II.C.2.d.iii for more information. 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_2.jsp#IIC2diii
a. the NSF award number, amount and period of support;
b. the title of the project;
c. a summary of the results of the completed work, including accomplishments, described in two separate sections, related to the Intellectual Merit and Broader Impact activities supported by the award; see GPG Chapter III.A. 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/policydocs/pappguide/nsf13001/gpg_3.jsp#IIIA


Merit Review Principles and Criteria.

d. publications resulting from the NSF award;

e. evidence of research products and their availability, including, but not limited to: data, publications, samples, physical collections, software, and models, as described in any Data Management Plan; and
f. if the proposal is for renewed support, a description of the relation of the completed work to the proposed work.
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